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WATERBURY HOSPITAL INSTALLS MOST ADVANCED 

MULTISLICE CT SYSTEM IN STATE OF CONNECTICUT

Non-invasive CT Scans Completed in Seconds; Offers

Increased Diagnostic Accuracy, Improved Patient Comfort and Safety
WATERBURY – Waterbury Hospital recently installed the most advanced multi-slice computed tomography (CT) system now available in the state of Connecticut. 
Steven E. Schneider, MD, Vice President of Medical Affairs at Waterbury Hospital said, “We continually strive to provide our patients with access to state-of the-art technology.” He added that the CT system (the Aquillion 64 from Toshiba America Medical Systems, Inc.) would be especially beneficial to trauma patients. “The fast-scanning capabilities and superior image quality of the multi-slice system, offers significant benefits for a quick and accurate diagnosis of trauma patients, and those experiencing chest pain or stroke. This system also offers us the opportunity in the very near future to provide advanced cardiac imaging capabilities and the ability to conduct a virtual colonoscopy.” He concluded: “This takes us to a new level in terms of our ability to significantly increase our exam capacity. More patients can now be treated faster and with greater diagnostic confidence.”

According to Gerald Berg, MD, Chairman of the Radiology Department at the hospital, the Aquilion 64 can capture precise images of any area of the body in as little as a ten second breath-hold. Additionally, “Chest exams, which can typically take 20-30 minutes, can now be performed in just 19 seconds with images that allow physicians to see internal injuries and disease in greater detail than ever before,” said Dr. Berg. He also said that Waterbury Hospital physicians are able to obtain more anatomical information than was previously possible. “We can diagnose problems like blood clots, infections and cancer in greater detail and with more clarity,” said Dr. Berg.  “As a result, we now have the ability to make an accurate diagnosis at earlier stages, so that patients can begin receiving treatment sooner for potentially better outcomes.”  
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Dr. Berg also noted that the Aquilion 64 has a detector made of a highly efficient ceramic material that is able to reduce the overall radiation exposure to patients, as well as to hospital staff.  The system’s dose control features, provide up to a 40 percent total dose reduction for the patient to make exams as safe and comfortable as possible. The system also accommodates the scanning of both larger and taller patients with the ability to expand its field-of-view to accommodate specific patient sizes and clinical needs. Additionally, multi-slice technology captures precise images of the body’s rapidly moving organs like the heart and lungs, which appear blurry when scanned by a traditional CT. Multi-slice imaging is also especially useful for examining patients who are unable to hold their breath, like trauma victims, acutely ill patients and young children.
While CT uses X-ray technology, it is distinguished from other diagnostic imaging tools like traditional X-ray and MRI by its ability to display a combination of soft tissue (like muscles, tissue, organs and fat), bones and blood vessels all in a single image. Clinicians perform CT scans to diagnose kidney, lung, liver, spine, blood diseases, cancer, tumors and cysts, as well as blood clots, hemorrhages and infections.

Waterbury Hospital is the largest private employer in the Greater Waterbury region, serving a vital role in the economic vitality of Western Connecticut.  It is a private, non-profit acute care teaching hospital licensed for 367 beds and affiliated with the Yale School of Medicine, the University of Connecticut School of Medicine and Connecticut Children’s Medical Center. Founded in 1890 as Waterbury’s first and Connecticut’s fourth hospital, Waterbury Hospital is a full-service community health-care institution with centers of excellence in primary care, behavioral health and orthopaedics. With approximately 2,100 employees, Waterbury Hospital is the largest private employer in the Greater Waterbury region.
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